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THE STUDEnT ExPERIEnCE
By melea reicks lichtchArting the course 
for AcAdeMic success
Mike Retallick’s door is always open. The assistant professor  of agricultural and life sciences 
education and studies advises more than 
80 students annually, in addition to his 
research and teaching responsibilities. 
Any number of his advisees could drop  
by in a given day. And they do.
 Retallick (’05 PhD agriculture and life 
sciences education) is one of 135 faculty 
advisers in the college. Together with 
another 13 full-time staff advisers they 
help agriculture and life sciences students 
navigate through their ISU experience. 
 For each advisee Retallick is the person 
who reviews their course schedule to be 
sure they are meeting degree requirements. 
He helps them identify and prepare for 
their internship and student teaching  
experiences. He intervenes when students 
are headed for academic probation and 
offers congratulations when they make  
the dean’s list. He processes course substi-
tutions and makes sure his students meet 
university and departmental deadlines. 
 Retallick says that when entering college 
many students aren’t prepared for balancing 
their newfound independence with course-
work. That’s where he comes in. He helps 
students learn to study and manage their 
daily lives, but he also encourages them to 
take their college experience a step further. 
 “I challenge them to get the most com-
plete experience while at Iowa State. Our 
grads are highly sought after, but a degree 
on a wall should not be their end goal,” 
Retallick says. “Students should get the 
most out of each opportunity and differ-
entiate themselves through clubs, 
leadership roles, internships, study 
abroad. It is the entire package 
that sets our students apart.” 
Another major role Retallick 
and other advisers play is helping 
students handle the challenges  
life throws at them while they 
work on their degree. He connects 
students with campus resources 
such as student counseling, student 
health, financial aid and the  
academic success center. 
 “It is key as an adviser to be upfront, 
honest and frank with your advisees,” he 
says. “It helps them to know what to expect 
and makes their time on campus less scary.” 
 According to his advisees Retallick does 
just that. Transfer student Rachael Emig 
considers Retallick as the most influential 
person in her college experience. 
 “Dr. Retallick is always available to 
answer any question I have quickly and 
clearly, and I feel like I could ask him any 
question,” she says. “He helped me solid-
ify my decision to major in agricultural 
education and have the smoothest possi-
ble transition to Iowa State.” 
 The toughest part of his job, Retallick 
says, is there are no easy answers.
 “My first answer to many questions is 
‘it depends,’” he says. “Every situation and 
every student is unique and policies and 
procedures can be interpreted differently.”
 He admits it can also be difficult to bal-
ance his research and teaching load with 
the number of advisees he currently carries. 
But, that challenge is also what drives him. 
 “These students are what recharge my 
batteries. I enjoy the one-on-one teachable 
moments that come with advising,” he says. 
“You just don’t find that in the classroom.” 
Advising the Advisers
The college launched the Louis Thompson 
Advising Academy in 2011. The academy, 
named in honor of the late agronomy 
professor and associate dean known for 
advising excellence, promotes the profes-
sional, individual and academic develop-
ment of students through a mentoring 
relationship with an academic adviser.
 Retallick is among the 25 faculty 
members of the academy who earned 
acceptance by receiving at least one  
college or university advising award. 
 David Acker, associate dean for academic 
and global programs, says the academy 
will help the college make further strides 
in becoming the best student advising 
program on campus.
 “At its core the academy is about helping 
students reach their potential and maximize 
success inside and outside the classroom,” 
Acker says.
 The academy was created based  
on recommendations from the college’s 
Future of Academic Programs Task Force 
and Academic Affairs Committee with 
support from the Iowa State University 
Agricultural Endowment Board.
 “It takes time, it takes patience and  
it takes a caring attitude to serve students 
in this capacity,” Acker says. “This highly 
experienced group will provide excellent 
guidance and counsel on how to maintain 
and improve our tradition of excellence 
in advising.” 
Louis Thompson Advising Academy
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Assistant professor Mike Retallick 
and Adair Boysen catch up between 
classes. Boysen, a graduating senior 
in agricultural education and animal 
science, participated in Retallick’s 
study abroad course to Australia and 
credits Retallick for helping her get the 
most out of her college experience. 
EACH DAY IS AN ADVENTURE 
Advisers are never sure what each day will bring. For 
Mike Retallick, agricultural and life sciences education 
and studies, that’s definitely the case. Here’s a 
sample from Retallick’s calendar. 
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Calendars
set up student teaching visits for students to five iowa high schools.  
advisee stops in for a signature to drop a course.assist another adviser. a student has issues and needs to return  
home, but decides to take online classes. Work together to drop the  
on-campus courses and sign-up for online classes.collaborate with isu colleague on a council for international Programs  
grant for project in uganda.
Meet with doctoral student, review first three chapters of dissertation  
and discuss reviewers’ comments on her first research article.
an advisee on the gi Bill stops for signature to add another class to meet  
the military’s full-time student requirements. finalize and submit a course proposal to the cals curriculum committee  
with an emphasis on agriculture and society. Meet with advisee to discuss independent study research project. Phone  
call from graduate student and former teaching assistant requesting a letter  
of reference. 
graduating senior drops in to triple check that he is on track to graduate  
in May. 
Meet with advisee to discuss independent study research project. 
Meet with science with Practice group and prepare for class.
teach ageds 312 class.
grade ageds 520 assignments from last week.
conference call with Master of agriculture off-campus student to discuss  
creative component and graduation procedures.
Prepare presentation for national research conference / respond to email  
from prospective transfer student.respond to isu foundation regarding departmental scholarship accounts  
and processing.
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